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I. SUMMARY OF REQUEST 
 

The Department of Developmental Services (DDS) requests that the First 5 
California Children and Families Commission (Commission) fund $50,000,000 for 
regional center services provided to children aged 0 to 5 through the Early Start 
Program pursuant to the Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act 
(Lanterman Act).  Critical services need to be funded.  

 
II.   BACKGROUND 
 

DDS provides community-based services to approximately 258,000 individuals 
with developmental disabilities (consumers) and their families through a 
statewide system of 21 regional centers.  Regional centers are private, nonprofit 
agencies that DDS contracts with for the provision of services and supports to 
persons with developmental disabilities.   

 
Regional centers diagnose individuals; assess eligibility for individuals; and help 
plan, access, coordinate and monitor the necessary services and supports for 
consumers.   

 
The Department of Developmental Services administers a statewide service 
system for children ages 0 through 5 under the California Early Intervention 
Services Act and the Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act as 
follows: 

 
  Individuals Aged 0 to 2 
 

Families whose infants or toddlers age 0 through 2 have a significant 
developmental delay or an established risk for developmental delay or 
disability can participate in the Early Start Program.  The Early Start 
Program is partially funded through the federal Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), 20 U.S.C. section 1400, et seq.  Teams of service  
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coordinators, healthcare providers, early intervention specialists, 
therapists, and parent resource specialists can evaluate and assess 
infants and toddlers and provide appropriate early intervention services to 
children eligible for California’s Early Intervention Program.  

. 
Individuals Aged 3 and Older 

 
Pursuant to the Lanterman Act, families with minor children who have 
developmental disabilities and adults with developmental disabilities are 
entitled to community-based services and supports from regional centers.  
Depending on the individual needs of the consumer, the services and 
supports could include:  day program or residential services, information, 
referrals, assessments, diagnoses, assistance in finding and utilizing 
community and other resources, and family support. 
 
Under the Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act, quality 
services are provided to children three through five years of age with 
mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, autism and other disabling 
conditions requiring treatment similar to mental retardation.  Based on 
assessed need, a variety of services are provided to support development 
and to maintain the child in the family home.  
 
 

The Commission has previously funded services for children ages 0 to 5 and 
fiscal y ears 2009-10 and 2010-1. Fiscal year 2011-12 funding is needed by DDS 
to provide necessary services to children. As part of this funding DDS will: 

 
A. Continue to receive federal funds that partially support Early Start 

services; 
 

B. Ensure access to services for young children early enough to make a 
long term difference in their developmental outcomes; 

 
C. Sustain the existing service system upon which Early Start and 

Lanterman services are built; and  
 

D. Fund growth in the program which is consistent with First 5 California’s 
2008 Strategic Plan. 
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Regional centers continue to experience growth in the number of new infants and 
toddlers requesting services from the system.  A large number of these children 
have been diagnosed with autism.  The continued growth of children needing 
early childhood services has outpaced resources.   
 
The DDS budget appropriation for FY 2011-12 reflects the need of $50,000,000 
budgeted for services to children to age five that are eligible for funding from the 
California Children and Families Commission. The funding is needed to continue 
to provide the critical services.  

 
.    

III. LEGAL STANDARD FOR COMMISSION FUNDING REQUESTS 
 

Proposition 10, the California Children and Families Act, was approved by voters 
in November 1998.  The original ballot measure contained a section that is 
codified in Revenue and Taxation Code Section 30131.4.  This section provides 
that no moneys in the California Children and Families Trust Fund shall be used 
to supplant state or local General Fund money for any purpose, and that these 
funds shall be used only to supplement existing levels of service and not to fund 
existing levels of service.  The Attorney General’s Office has interpreted this 
statute to mean that no moneys from the California Children and Families Trust 
Fund shall be used to take the place of existing funding that currently exists for 
any purposes, but, rather, moneys collected pursuant to the California Children 
and Families Act are to be used to add to existing levels of services that currently 
exist and to supplement those levels.  In short, Commission funds shall be used 
to augment, add to or enhance existing programs, funds, grants and/or services. 

 
 
IV. ANALYSIS 

DDS’s request for $50,000,000 is consistent with California Revenue and 
Taxation Code Section 30131.4.  First, the funds DDS seeks would be used to 
supplement existing regional center services for children aged 0 to 5 through the 
Early Start Program and pursuant to the Lanterman Act.   

Second, the funds DDS seeks would not supplant any General Fund dollars.  
The DDS contracts with the regional centers do not currently include sufficient 
funding for these services.  This funding will not be allocated to the regional 
centers in the contracts between DDS and the regional centers until the funds 
are approved by the Commission. 

 
Additionally, it is well settled that a child’s overall health and development can 
make an important difference in how he or she will do in school.   
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A child who does not receive necessary audiology or vision services or speech 
therapy might struggle to keep up with peers and even experience learning 
difficulties.  Likewise, a child who does not receive critical nutritional or health 
services might miss school due to poor health.  Further, more than any other time 
in their lives, infants and toddlers are growing and developing at an amazing rate.  
They must receive adequate nutrition, intervention services, and treatment for 
chronic and acute conditions.  In addition, the parents of a child with a 
developmental disability or at risk of a developmental disability must receive 
critical information from health care professionals to help their child maximize his 
or her potential. 
 
Furthermore, funding an expansion of Early Start Program and Lanterman Act 
services for children between 0 and 5 years of age is consistent with the 
Commission’s 2008 Strategic Plan.  Specifically, the expansion is consistent with 
the Commission’s vision that all children enter school ready to achieve their 
greatest potential, as well as: 

 
• Strategy 1.1 – Increase the number and depth of state and national 
 partnerships and affiliations. 
• Strategy 1.3 – Facilitate and support health care coverage and 
 quality care for all children 0 to 5. 
• Strategy 1.4 – Facilitate and support early care and educational 
 development for all children 0 to 5.   
• Strategy 1.5 – Facilitate and support policies and programs that 
 promote family self-sufficiency. 
• Strategy 3.2 – Share information and messages with California’s 
 diverse populations through partnerships. 
• Objective 3.2.2 – Establish partnerships with at least two public 
 agencies with similar goals, linking First 5 California’s name and/or 
 program with their name for increased effectiveness. 

 
 

Finally, if the Commission chooses not to fund the new services for the regional 
centers’ infant and toddler caseload growth in the current fiscal year, DDS will be 
unable to provide all of the necessary services to the infants and toddlers in need 
of regional center services, jeopardizing the individuals’ progress toward 
minimizing the risk of developing a developmental disability or ameliorating the 
impact of their disability.  In addition, the federal funds that DDS receives for the 
administration of the Early Start Program would be at risk.   
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V.  CONCLUSION 
 

DDS respectfully requests that the Commission fund regional center services for 
children between 0 and 5 years of age. The regional center services serve a 
critical role for the affected children.  Funding the $50,000,000 is consistent with 
the Commission’s statutory authority and mission statement, and no reasonable 
alternatives exist to serve the relevant infants and toddlers.  Therefore, DDS 
requests the Commission approve its request. 

 
 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Original signed by Mark Hutchinson for 
 
TERRI DELGADILLO 
Director  
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